PCM-Israel 

(Parallel Climate Model)
Why is the Middle East and the Israel/Palestine crisis so disruptive?

What are the human dynamics beneath the sand that are creating such havoc? 
If one looks at that piece of “geospace” from on high, one can see a crazy patchwork of tribal enclaves, protest zones, holy places, recently-defined national boundaries, and a host of natural resource distributions, such as water, land forms, and historic structures.

If one is limited to views based on political rhetoric, the stereotypes used and

misused in the public domain, and most certainly in the media, one is

faced with a Tower of Babel full of confusion, distrust, distortion, and even fabrication.

If one were to track the various levels of conflict, one could well chart

the local issue involving who controls which places in Jerusalem, the

West  Bank, or the Gaza strip. Is one is looking at the ethnic divides,
they would include Jew vs. Arab…if the viewpoints are religious in

nature, it would be Jewish vs. Islam…if the disagreements are

nation-state by definition, then it is the Nation of Israel vs. the

projected Nation of Palestine. If the fragmentation is along

geopolitical lines, then we have the Jewish/Israel Diaspora vs.

the Arab Nations in alignment. 

Any PCM assessment must, however, avoid being trapped in any of these cul-de-sacs – local issues, ethnic divides, religious conflicts, nation-state confrontations, and geopolitical maneuverings because neither action will, ultimately, predict the levels of peace or conflict that will result.

Here is a perfect example of where a values & culture analysis (based on

Spiral Dynamics) is essential. For example, if one were to think in terms of vMEME stacks…the dominant Israeli cultural DNA code is 

                  green   - and when under stress, as it is today, it shifts to
                  ORANGE                                                                                           orange   -     BLUE                                                                                                  BLUE     -     red                                                                                                        RED      -     purple                                                                                                  PURPLE

This down-shift is evidence that the real issues are not between the two camps, but within each camp as more radicals (RED) or ideologues (BLUE) compete with moderates in ORANGE and peace-makers in green for the population support WITHIN each stack.

On the Palestine side, the vMEME Stack is as follows:

                     orange            under stress, the stack downshifts into
  blue                                                                                                                   false  -  BLUE

             RED                                                                                                                              RED  -  PURPLE                                                                                                                        PURPLE

Note, the absence of any semblance of green, but with some orange, some blue, but then high levels of RED anger and Revenge and attempts at Purple identity-making.
The Oslo accord and Camp David efforts attempted to build a Green bridge across the two platforms…so you can see why the bridge crashed…the Israel platform could have supported it as long as critical vMEME stack issues were accommodated,  i.e. the holy places and traditions protected, the myths enshrined, and the economic way of life perpetuated.  While the Palestine stack is not stable enough for the Oslo bargains to actually work. 
Agitation and violence in either stack causes major adjustments in the other stack, and these often self-fulfill the prophecies that element in either stack need to assert themselves within their own stack…thus inter-group conflict is, actually, a secondary effect of intra-group conflict.

If, in addition, one were to track the historic vMEMETIC migration patterns, it would become obvious that the BLUE holy places of the three dominant religious..Jewish, Christian, and Islam…are all located within a virtual stone’s throw of each other.  These means they are all crimped together and none has the amount of space necessary to satisfy the adherents and true believers. As the Arab geopolitical force field gets involved, it will, of course, define the Islam holy places as of greater religious value, thus hooking in the world wide Islam Diaspora in the dispute, along with the oil producing nation/kingdoms in that same region. It is as if both side have inserted their fingers in those little Chinese flexible tubes where the harder you pull, the tighter becomes the grip around your finger.  

Thus, any meaningful PCM, if it wishes to stand above the crowd and illuminate the real dynamics at work, would need to “see” these shift dimensions, and be able to identify a threshold where major violence can explode, escalate, and move increasingly into a fatalistic world-wide confrontation between the geopolitical forces.

This means, in conclusion, that PCM should have a side view ---instead of a top/down view…to “see” the Values & Culture dimensions at work.

One other application: When one examines the traditional political spectrum of radical, ideology, pragmatics, and consensus elements…one can understand why centers of gravity shift back and forth along that continuum…and when one has a polarized spectrum, with so-called “left” and “right” wings, the key is to monitor the political movements ON BOTH SIDES along such a dimension…So, if Israeli elections result in the elevation of the conservative power blocs, and away from the peace-seeking ‘liberal’ coalitions, then we have clear

evidence of what is happening in the respective vMEME stacks.

Now,  we have options. One option would be to garner a consensus from various critical indicators as to the levels of potential violence that are about to happen … and simply report those, along with enough narrative to make sense on this first display. This will be, more or less, the result of the more surface level analyses that can flow from many different quarters…and we could write these quickly. 
STILL, until we know what/how these symbols will be display on the portal, it is difficult for me to gather the supporting documentary that will fit specifically into

those symbols, icons, and displays…other than the ones I suggested in the PCM template that I crafted.
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